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St. Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha Philatelic Society 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 Good day to fellow members! Thank you (I think) 
for electing me your president. We have a lot to 
accomplish during the coming months and years, 
and your new leadership team is hitting the floor 
running.  
 How’s that for a pep talk? Sadly, it’s not 
necessarily true. Granted, our leadership team is 
enthused about good things that will be happening 
in the next few years, but there is concern ... great 
concern about the future.  
 This is not my first rodeo, so to speak. I was 
president for four years beginning in 1998. I have 
held several other positions in the society, including 
a long tenure as editor of this fine publication. I 
have been a member for well over three decades. I 
have seen great projects accomplished, but now, 
over the past couple of years, I have seen a great 
decline in member participation in various society 
activities. 
 Please clearly hear me when I say it’s not the fault 
of the previous “administration,” nor is it the direct 
fault of the members. It’s more a matter of “the 
times.” Unfortunately, too, I don’t know that I have 
the answer to our problems ... including lack of 
participation in activities and declining membership. 
 Throughout the hobby, we have experienced a 
very abrupt change in the way we philatelists relate. 
It has occurred since the advent of the Internet and 
email. And while our society has dramatically 
changed, our collecting habits and how we relate 
has also changed. Across the spectrum, we no longer 
feel the need to belong to organized societies. We no 
longer feel the desire to participate in organized 
events such as stamp shows. We no longer wish to 
publish our research or even read philatelic journals. 
Or if we do read them, we do it electronically and 
no long keep our journals. 
 This is a real indictment on organized philately. 
There are those who say we are just going through a 
metamorphosis and will evolve into something even 
better. I hope so, but I’m not certain it’s going to 
happen in my lifetime. 
 Philatelic societies are finding their numbers 
dropping and their leadership wringing their 
collective hands trying to figure out how to reverse 
the trend. Our society is no different. But if we -- 
meaning the St. Helena, Ascension & Tristan da 
Cunha Philatelic Society -- is to survive, we must 
find ways to increase or at very least maintain our 
membership. Our treasury is in good shape, for the 
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present, but unless we add members, that 
won’t be the case for long. 
 I would be delighted to hear from anyone 
who has ideas. Your leadership team is 
receptive to any thoughts, theories or 
concepts as we forge ahead into the new 
year. Please email, write, or call me. 
 Our participation in the New York 2016 
stamp show is one way we can advertise 
our society. We will be sharing a table with 
the Pitcairn Islands Study Group (PISG) 
and the Falkland Islands Philatelic Study 
Group (FIPSG). 
 Another way you can help is by taking 
part in our 40th anniversary book, which 
will be similar to our 20th and 30th 
anniversary books. Despite several pleas 
from John Coyle and Klaus Hahn, no one 
has stepped forward to help. Why? 
 Literally, the future of our society is in 
your hands. We cannot continue losing 
members and have a lackadaisical attitude 

(Continued on page 6) 
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By 1867 the K.u.K. (Kaiserlich und Königlich) Austro-Hungarian monarchy had established 

a naval force, the home port of which was the Seearsenal (naval base) at Pola (now Pula, 

Croatia), a role it took over from Venice, where the earlier Austrian Navy had been based.  

I was electrified when I found 2 PPCs offered by an Italian dealer. Both postcards were 

addressed to the wife of the writer in Pola and were written by the same sender "Rudi" of 

S.M.S. Zenta, a small Austro-Hungarian cruiser which visited St. Helena in April 1903.  

fig. 1 - postcard with S.M.S. Zenta  

The cruiser had a crew of about 300 and was on voyage along the west coast of Africa, 

returning from Cape Town, when it visited St. Helena on its way to South America. The ship 

arrived at St. Helena on 12th April 1903.  

Both St. Helena postcards are Innes numbered cards, "The 

Wharf" PPC 8 No. 23, written on 12th April, the other 

"Jacobs Ladder 700 steps", PPC 10 No. 21 on 17th April.  

The text is written in the Italian language:  
12th April 1903 - "Today we arrived here...." followed with 

greetings to the family.  

The more interesting card is "The Wharf". Despite the 

removed stamps on both postcards the ship's date stamp 

"K.u.K. Kriegsmarine S.M.S. Zenta 12-4-03", 2 parts of the St. 

Helena date stamp and the ship's letter canceller Southampton 1 May 03 can be seen on the 

address side beside the arrival date stamp of Pola of 14-5-03.  
(Continued on page 5) 

Austro-Hungarian Empire Ship's visit to St. Helena 1903  

By Klaus Hahn 
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fig. 2 - address side of Innes postcard "The Wharf", sent from St. Helena  

fig. 3 - picture side of the Innes postcard "The Wharf", written at 12th April 1903  

On the "Ladder" postcard only an arrival date stamp at Pola on 20-5-03 and a small part of a 

St. Helena date stamp beside the removed stamps can be seen: the date is not readable (fig. 

4).  

Rudi wrote in his message:  

"Before the next departure for America, I send you a warm regard and kisses to the dear 

babies.  

We are cruising for too long 10 days, but it means when you will get this message, we will 

already be in America if God is willing. Goodbye."  

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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.fig. 4 - "Jacob's Ladder 700 steps" written just before the departure from St. Helena  

I would guess that this visit was the only one by a ship belonging to the K.u.K. Monarchy 

to St. Helena.  

References: 
1. Wikipedia  
2. Our member Fulvio Biaggi (Switzerland) who helped with the translation 

of the postcards. 
§ 

(Continued from page 5) 

toward the society. We need your help and your 
involvement NOW. 
 So enough of that. For those who do not know 
me, let me briefly introduce myself. Born and 
raised in Maine, my wife Janet and I own a 
printing and publishing business as well as an 
escorted bus tour business (want to visit 
Newfoundland and Labrador this July?).  
 While I won’t bore you with all the details of 
my academic background, suffice to say that I 
have undergraduate and graduate degrees in 
journalism, criminal justice administration, 
Maritime Archaic archaeology, museumology 
and theology. I have graduated from seven  
colleges and universities in the U.S. and 
England. I am currently in my fifth year as 
pastor of a United Methodist Church here in  
North Florida (although I am Congregational by  

 
 
ordination!), and am now in my 30th year of 
ministry. 
 I served a long stint as executive director of a 
multi-campus historical museum in Maine and 
have authored 18 books, primarily on history. 
And that only scratches the surface! 
 By the time you read this, we will be in the 
final weeks before relocating back home to 
Maine after five years in extreme North Florida 
near the Georgia line. We like the area, but can’t 
stand the never-ending heat and humidity. Our 
move is anticipated for the first week of April, 
so if you need to snail mail me BEFORE April 
1, please use 249 NW Live Oak Place, Lake 
City, FL 32055-8906. AFTER April 1, use 117 
Cedar Breeze South, Glenburn, ME 04401-1734. 

-- Dr. Everett L. Parker 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Some time ago as Group Leader oftheTdC1 
SIG I emailed members requesting any 
information on the Great Britain Silver 
Jubilee stamps issued the 7th May1935 that 
had been overprinted "Tristan da Cunha" by 
the Revd. Wilde and given an overprinted 
number - see the illustrations  

It seems though that none of our members 
have one, including myself, and quite a 
few had never heard of them. So here is 
the story. 

It was believed that in 1935 the Revd. 
Wilde was on vacation in London from 
Tristan to attend the Silver Jubilee 
celebrations. Whilst there he had 
produced a number of overprints, using 
the British Royal Mail Silver 
Jubilee issue, and it appears that 
he only used the green 
halfpenny stamps and the red 
one penny stamps.  

This however is not true as 
fellow member Robin Taylor 
discovered when he 
 had access to the Revd. Wilde 
reports. Wilde did not leave 
until 1937 on HMS Carlisle so 
could not have been in London 
at the time (1935): so most 
probably produced them much 
later, possibly during March and 
November 1937 when he was on leave. 

The total number of stamps used is not 
really known, however over the last 40 
years I have kept a record of a number of 
them seen in auction catalogues etc., 
which also include a few on cover 
cancelled with the type V cachet.  This is 
the cachet that Wilde gave out as 
souvenirs in the 1940’s whilst he was at 
the shore base “HMS Royal Arthur”, 
located at Skegness in the UK.  

Two covers signed by him with the 
notation "Good Friends, Good books, 
Good music“ using the halfpenny green 
stamps, one overprinted “No.16” and the 
other “No.9” and one unaddressed 
overprinted “No.4” on the red one penny 
stamp. - see Page 8. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Revd. Wild’s Tristan Silver Jubilee 1935/37 overprints. 

By Ray Lloyd - a Special Interest Group TdC1/2 Article 

Cover bearing ½d green overprinted No.9 
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From my records and research I believe 
there were possibly 36 overprinted stamps of 
each denomination.  

So far the following numbers have been 
identified  
Halfpenny green:. 

 Nos. 5,6,8,9,16,17,18,19,23,24, 
25,26,27,31,32,34,35 and 36.  

One penny red  

Nos. 4,6,16,17,18,19,20,23,24,25, 
27,28,36.  

 

 
 
 
Unless you can tell me different! 

The stamps sell from £400 plus and covers 
£1000. 

References:  
Robin Taylor   Monograph No.17  
S.G.Magazine 1999  Article by the late 
    Peter Jennings. 
Stamp Mail.   Article by Brian M 
    Cartwright  
 
Thanks to Mike Faulds for information and 
to his non-member friends Alastair Hacket 
and Harvey J. Russell. 

 
      Editor’s Note: see also issues 

105 and 119 on this topic.§

(Continued from page 7) 

The unaddressed cover. 
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St Helena Watermark Question 
Compiled by  John Coyle 

 

Some months ago Klaus received an email 
from an Italian collector (named Angelo, but 
not a member) asking about an apparent 
anomaly in the watermark of a block of the 
1884-94 “Halfpenny”  on  6d. overprint, 
watermark Crown CA.  The anomaly is 
described by him as ”The letters that I see are 
"E" and "S" within two lines, from the second 
and third row of the block of 16.” 

The scan below may help: note that the arrow 
points to the letter “S”. 

Note also that all of the watermarks are off-
centre. 

The enquiry was circulated via the Yahoo group 
and SIG SH1, and responses were received 

from a number of members, with some very 
thorough explanations provided. 

From Barry Burns: 
The letters in the watermark are either Crown 
Colonies or Crown Agents. It is believed that 
Gibbons do not adequately describe the 
watermark layout of the sheets themselves.  

For the Crown CC watermark, there are 240 of 
the watermark 'bits' per sheet, arranged in 4 
panes of 60, each pane being 10 rows of 6 
units, and surrounded by a single line on the 4 
sides. These panes were divided vertically by 
an unwatermarked space, and divided 
horizontally by a wider space with the words 
CROWN COLONIES in double sans serif 
capitals 14mm high. 

The same words are watermarked twice in the 
left hand margin, reading upwards, in similar 
letters but 9mm high, and twice in the right 
hand margin, except reading downwards. 
Registration points, consisting of small crosses, 
are watermarked in the centre of each of the 
margins.  

I believe this layout was used for ALL the 
printings by De La Rue using the Crown CC 
watermark. However, a word of caution, blocks 
of these stamps are rare, and it may be that 
some printings had a different layout. 

Turning to the Crown CA issues, these had a 
similar layout, but slightly different spacing. As 
the Crown Colonies name was considered 
undesirable (as many authorities were no 
longer administered as a 'Colony'), the words 
were replaced by CROWN AGENTS. Although 
the style of lettering was similar, the letters in 
the sheet centre were now 12mm high, whilst 
those in the margins measured 6mm in height. 

So, of course, there are a number of stamps in 
each sheet (of both watermarks) which show 
traces of either the border line, or the double 
lettering. It is possible to use this fact as a 
plating guide, and Roger B. West wrote an 
article on the subject in The St Helena 
Supplement No. 3 (West Africa Study Circle), 
which was repeated in Stamp Collecting of 19 
November 1981. It is also reprinted (possibly 
with revision - I haven't checked carefully!) in 
Saint Helena, The Perkins Bacon Plate, same 

(Continued on page 10) 
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author, published by Avion Thematics in 2011. 
This is still available I believe (try 
www.avionstamps.com). The booklet is very 
good if members are seriously interested in 
these stamps , as it covers the complete series 
from 1856 to the 1900 issues. 

From John Coyle: 
I believe the answer to this is found in our 
April 1982 Newsletter, where the format 
of the complete sheet used for printing 
these issues was shown – see Figure 1 
below. 

 
In the scans provided by Angelo, the 
stamps are clearly printed in the usual  
position on the sheet, as all of the 
watermarks on individual stamps are off 
centre. Those printed near the middle of 
the sheet would have had the “Crown 
Agents” lettering as all or part of the 
watermark.  I believe I have come across 
this before, but cannot locate an example 
at this stage. 

In the article referred to, Roger West 
provides an example of how the stamp 
designs would have been positioned 
relative to the watermarks, see Figure 2 
below 

(Continued from page 9) 

§ 

Request for Help 
Klaus emails: “about 1 year ago our member Robin 
Woodruff told me about a St. Helena UPU PPC 
published by A.L. Innes which was unknown to me 
until his message. 
The imprinted text on the address side was quite 
different to the known imprints published by 
Russell V. Skavaril, I.D. Lampart (Twentieth 
Anniversary Anthology) and Robert 
Richardson (WASC). 
In recent weeks I was able to find 2 identical 
PPCs, one of a remarkable good quality, 
pictured below. I've listed this kind of postcard 
with the number PPC12 on my home page 
(Robin's scan).. 
It's the only known Innes PPC with this 
imprinted text - the measurements you can find 

on my website too. § 
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Gems from my Collection. 

By Roger Woolven-Allen   

Very few “ordinary” mortals ever manage to 
have their images portrayed on a postage stamp.  
This is certainly true when it comes to stamps 
issued by countries regarded by collectors as 
“bona fide”.  It is well-known that some dodgy 
territories bashed out stamps ad nauseam (and 
probably still do) but Gibbons was quick to point 
out that such issues were not really acceptable. 
To qualify for an image on a “respectable” 
territory's stamps, the person concerned usually 
has to be either of high nobility or famous in his 
or her own right.  
My son John, who 
qualifies in neither 
category, has, 
however, managed 
this achievement.  
Because John is 
also a member of 
the SHATPS he 
receives the South 
Atlantic Chronicle 
in the same way as 
the rest of us.  I 
hope I don’t cause 
him too much 
embarrassment! 
My family and I 
were lucky enough 
to spend ten 
calendar years on 
Ascension Island.  I 
use the word 
“calendar” because, 
every so often, we 
came back to the 
UK on leave.  Even 
so, I guess we spent 
seven or eight years 
on what was 
regarded as one of the best places on earth  −  or 
one of the worst.  Ascension is like Marmite (a 
word that probably won’t mean much to our 
American readers, but is the trade name of a 
yeast extract commonly smeared on British 
toast)  −  you either love it or hate it.  We loved 
it. 
Back in the late ’70s and early ’80s, John 
belonged to the 1st Ascension Scout Group 
although, because of his young age, he was one 
of the group’s Wolf Cubs.  In 1981 many of the 
world’s countries decided to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of the Scouting Movement − and 

Ascension was no exception.  One of the 
activities celebrated was that of “Amateur 
Radio”.  I believe that participating territories 
were temporarily allocated the partial call-sign 
"JAM”, standing for Jamboree, preceded by their 
own individual identification letters.  
Ascension’s letters were ZD8 and the complete 
local call-sign, therefore, was ZD8 JAM.  The 
Crown Agents asked for suggestions regarding a 
special commemorative stamp issue and the 
Ascension Stamp Panel subsequently forwarded, 

among other things, a 
photograph of an amateur 
radio enthusiast 
instructing a Scout and a 
Cub in the intricacies and 
workings of a radio 
transceiver. 
The accompanying 
photograph shows an 
album page from my 
Ascension collection.  At 
the top is a home-made 
cover showing the 1st 
Ascension Scout Group’s 
flag (15p) together with 
the Amateur Radio (25p) 
stamp.  Because I was in 
the right place at the right 
time, I was allowed to 
borrow the Group’s hand 
stamp!  As our illustrious 
editor’s compatriots 
might have said, the 
cover probably isn’t 
worth a brass razoo, but, 
to your friendly scribe, it 
is a priceless family gem. 
The original photograph 
(lower left) that was 

submitted to the Crown Agents shows radio 
enthusiast Ted Collins, who worked for a British 
security organisation called the Composite 
Signals Organisation (CSO).  The Scout in the 
photograph is a St Helenian named David 
Joshua, while the Wolf Cub (and I’m sure you’ve 
already guessed what’s coming!) is my son John. 
One of John’s BBC (Ascension) Club’s 
membership cards can be seen lower right and 
while this, of course, has absolutely nothing to 
do with philately, it completes a page of personal 
memorabilia. 
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Vale Bill Mayo 
31.5.1931 - 6.12.2015 

By John Coyle 
Bill Mayo joined our society in 1982 - being the 
44th. new member for that year!  Over the next 23 
years he wrote articles for the society journal 
related to his experiences while travelling to all 
three of our Society's islands – he visited St. 
Helena twice: in 1967 on a Union Castle Line 
vessel from Cape Town/Southampton and again in 
1992 on the RMS St. Helena for seven days, when 
she did her shuttle to Ascension for Cable & 
Wireless workers. He visited Tristan da Cunha in 
the early 1970s on board the "Lindblad Explorer" 
as guest lecturer, for one day only, and Ascension 
(one day on board the same RMS St. Helena trip 
1992). 
In addition to the above brief visits he had a 
lifetime of reading and research on the three 
islands and had a vast reference library of valuable 
works about the islands.   He lectured on board the 
RMS St. Helena in 1992 on the "islands of the mid
-Atlantic rift" and had been before his retirement a 
professor of geography and environmental sciences and for 25 years president of the 
American Society for Environmental Education. Bill was born in the United States but 
moved to Australia many years ago and enjoyed Australian citizenship. He retired to 
Sydney's northern beaches – his opinion being that Avalon Beach is one of the grandest 
spots on earth, and he discovered it after a lifetime of travel to 75 countries! Dr. Mayo was 
also a trained medical scientist but never practiced medicine. 
He was also the author of four books. In philatelic terms he collected stamp booklets of the 
world and had a fine reference collection with all varieties of our three islands. Bill also 
knew Allan B. Crawford well and corresponded frequently with him. 
Dr. Mayo was twice an office holder, as director at large, and was also President of the 
Australian branch of the "International Napoleonic Society", having also a life-long interest 
in the ex-Emperor.  He is spotlighted in a section of Thirty Years of St. Helena, Ascension, 
and Tristan da Cunha Philately (2006). That section, titled “Dr, William L. Mayo and the 
South Atlantic” includes an article by Richard Peck about Bill‘s role in the creation of the 
first booklets of Tristan da Cunha and an article by Bill titled “South Atlantic Memories”. 

He will be sadly missed. 

 
An item Bill 

would have 

appreciated seeing 

and handling!  
 
Photo provided by 

Ray Lloyd. 
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Tristan da Cunha - Insufficient Postage Cachet 

By Klaus Hahn 

In June 2015 a lot of interesting Tristan covers 
with the "INSUFFICIENT POSTAGE" cachet 
were sold on eBay. Illustrated are three covers: 
there were other similar covers offered and 
sold: 

Four similar inward covers addressed to Rev. 
Bell (Fig. 1) were offered and were sold for 
prices ranging from £28 - £127. Unfortunately 
I missed the auction with the lower prices, the 
other three were sold for more than £100. An 
interesting handwritten notice was shown 
beside one cover, (Fig. 3) written by the UK 
stamp dealer Roger Wells, known for many 
Tristan covers: 

Roger Wells confirms in 1980 to have mailed 
30 similar underpaid covers to Tristan. I think 
not all got the "INSUFFICIENT POSTAGE" 
cachet, because some covers are still offered 
on eBay with only the boxed "T ____C" 
cachet. 

The second pictured cover is also philatelic. 
Three or four were offered by the same dealer 
and were sold at prices between £18 and £27, a 
bargain if you have a look at the rarity of this 
instructional cachet. 

A third cover was also twice offered some 
days ago. 

A Google search showed me the results of the 
June 2012 Cavendish auction, where the Roger 
Wells covers sold for £150 and the Meyer 
covers were sold in a lot of six for £300, the 
(Fig. 4) RRS John Biscoe cover £120, all plus 
buyer's premium. 

You see, the eBay prices are often less 
expensive than the results plus buyer's 
premium of auction houses! 

By the way, a lot of Tristan covers are still 
offered by the dealer "clyrostamp" on eBay, 
also a similar Meyer cover  

The SIG TDC2 knows only of one commercial 
cover struck with the "INSUFFICIENT 
POSTAGE" cachet. It seems that  this boxed 
cachet is very rare and seldom offered. 

By the way - TDC2 is collecting all known 
Tristan instructional markings. If you have 
scans of still unknown cachets or information, 
please tell me. Your help is very much 
appreciated. 

You can have a look at the known markings if 
you go to www.shatps.org >Special Interest 
Groups >TDC2 members only 

(Continued on page 14) 

Fig. 1 Cover addressed to Revd. Bell 

Fig. 2 - philatelic cover to Meyer Fig. 3 Auction note by Roger Wells 
The text reads: 
One of about 30 covers mailed by me to 

Tristan from 1960 London, under-franked 

with G.B. phosphor graphite stamps 
Roger Wells, 16 July 1980. 
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From the editor: 

Here is where I issue my ongoing and 

repetitive plea for articles!  As some may 

have noticed, in the last four issues I have 

published articles by only eight authors: out 

of that eight, Klaus has written six on his 

own account, and co-authored two more out 

of a total of 21 articles. There must be 

members other than the stalwart few, who 

regularly make an effort to put finger to 

keyboard to give life to this publication.  

If it helps, here are some ideas for articles: 

“Gems from my collection.” - 
something as long or short as you like, with 

an illustration (one or more) of something in 

your collection which is, perhaps, the ‘best’ 

item you have collected.  It does not need to 

be as rare as or expensive as the 1961 St. 

Helena Tristan Relief overprints, just an 

interesting or unusual  item.  We start this 

issue with an item from Roger Woolven-
Allen, and hope that this will be a 

continuing series. 

On the other hand, if you do have an item in 

the following category: 

“Rare postal history/stamp items“   

- do feel free to contribute.  I understand if 

you are nervous about revealing something 

valuable when your address is published 

annually, so I do not expect too many items 

such as St. Helena SG3b, or Ascension 

SG235a!  But then not everything rare is 

necessarily valuable… 

The bottom line is, as many an editor before 

me has said, without your contributions, the 

Chronicle will become little more than a 

boring listing of new issues and membership 

changes, with the occasional interesting 

piece lifted from another source - so, please, 

have a think about what you may be able to 

contribute.  Don’t worry if English is not 

your first language (I can translate from 

French, Klaus from German, and we have 

other members who speak other languages 

too).  I’m also more than happy to run a 

pedantic grammarian’s eye over what is 

submitted too! 

Editorial requirements - Text should be 

plain text or formatted text in a Microsoft 

Word document - any version, or a PDF file 
Illustrations - either original documents 

which I will scan and return, or high quality 

(at least 300 dpi) image files, colour or 

grayscale - JPG preferred.  § 

The site has restricted access, so you must log 
in using the following credentials: 
Username (=Benutzername):"mike" 

 
 
Password:"faulds" 

Best regards and good luck with "hunting" 

(Continued from page 13) 

Fig. 4 - Cover addressed to 

Revd. Bell, carried on the 

“RRS John Biscoe” 
(Parts of image enhanced 

for clarity of reproduction) 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT  

Report October 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015 
 
 Member  Member 
New Members Number  Number 
Michael Keil 15-16 Richard Francis Hewitt 15-17 
4201 SW 28th St.  Chilterns, Middle Hill 
Topeka, KS 66614-2209  Egham, Surrey TW20 0JJ, U.K 
E-mail: mkeil87859@hotmail.com  E-mail: hewitt5xy@btinternet.com 
    
Change of Address 
Phoebe A. MacGillivary 81-18 Jackie Shmueli 11-04 
P.O. Box 335  838100 Moshav Orot 
Sharon Springs  Israel 
NY 13459-0335  E-mail: davinajackie@gmail.com 
 
Martin de Zoete 04-16 Les J. Allam 82-26 
Jac P Thijsselaan 64  E-mail: lja01188@googlemail.com 
8044 PZ Zwolle 
The Netherlands 
 
Bradley W. Brunsell L85-07 
963 Hancock Street, Apt. 1-C 
Quincy, MA 02170-3850  
 
In Remembrance   Resigned 
Dr. William L. Mayo 82-44 Martin Taylor 02-05 
  
New Honorary Life Members 
Bradley W. Brunsell L85-07 Dr. T. Philip Hicks L96-04 

  
STATISTICAL SUMMARY for the quar ter  
Membership as of September 30, 2015:  141 
New Members during the quarter:   2 
Loss (Resignations):  1 
Loss (Deaths):  1 
Total Losses:   2 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, December 31, 2015:   141  

Please report all changes directly to the Secretary Klaus D. Hahn, details on Page 19 § 
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NEW ISSUES  

TRISTAN DA CUNHA 
Early Mail Ships Definitives 
Technical details 
Designer:  Andrew Robinson 

Printer:  BDT International 

Security Printing Ltd  

Process: Lithography 

Stamp size:  28.45 x 42.58mm 

Perforation:  14 per 2cms 

Layout:  10  

Release date:  8 December, 2015  

Production Co-ordination:  Creative Direction 

 (Worldwide) Ltd  

 

 

150th Anniversary of the Publication of  
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland  
Technical details 
Designer:  Victor Ambrus 

Printer:  BDT International Security 

Printing 

Process: Lithography 

Stamp size:  28.45 x 42.58mm 

Sheetlet comprising 6 stamps: 149 x 104mm 

Perforation:  14 per 2cm 

Layout:  10  

Release date:  1 December, 2015  

Production Co-ordination:  Creative Direction 

 (Worldwide) Ltd  

 

The 1885 Lifeboat Disaster 
Technical details 
Designer:  Victor Ambrus 

Printer:  Lowe-Martin Group 

Process: Lithography 

Stamp size:  28 x 42mm 

Perforation:  12.85 per 2cm 

Layout:  20  

Release date:  27 November, 2015  

Production Co-ordination:  Creative Direction 

 (Worldwide) Ltd 
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JOHN BATAVIA 

In 1715, “John Batavia aged 30, a slave of the 
Company, was set to work at Plantation in irons for 
thieving and pretending he is acquainted with ye 
Devil and that he can bewitch anybody.  This terrified 
all the Blacks so that two of them died by being 
affrighted by him 
His method is to go amongst any slaves, but 

especially the Company’s, in the night time and with 

hard words screamed out aloud, when he had put 

them in a consternation he stole away their victuals. 

The two that died he only laid his hand on their faces 

and repeated his hocus-pocus words but they never 

recovered their fright.  He is otherwise a good slave.” 

St. Helena Stories 
Collected by Arthur H. Mawson 

provided by Michael D. Mueller 

1. Alarm House 
2. Robbery 
3. The Friar 
4. West Lodge 
5. London’s Ben 
6. Bates 
7. Soldiers at Sea 
8. Sane Valley Murder 
  9. The Dungeon 

10. The Chinese Cave 
11. The Broken 
12. Bishop or Rats 
13. Logic 
14. Mary Tewsdale 
15. John Batavia 
16. Plantation Cave 

2 

13 

4 

6 15 

5 

15 

14 

8 

3 12 11 
9 

10 
16 

NEW ISSUES  - CONT’D 

ASCENSION ISLAND 
300th Anniversary of the Death of 
William Dampier  
Technical Details 
Designer:  Robin Carter  

Printer:  BDT International 

Security Printing Ltd 

Process: Stochastic 

Lithography 

Stamp size:  28.45 x 42.58mm 

Perforation:  14 per 2cms 

Layout:  10 

Release date:  1 December, 2015  

Production Co-ordination:  Creative Direction 

 (Worldwide) Ltd. 

 

No information is available on any new issues 

by St. Helena - the Casco site has not been 

updated since October 2015! 

(Continued from page 16) 
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The Tristan da Cunha Association runs the 

Tristan da Cunha website: 
              www.tristandc.com 

 on behalf of the Tristan Government.  A Post 

Office section is regularly updated to include all 

new and forthcoming stamp issues.  Association 

members receive two full colour magazine style 

newsletters with regular features on Tristan Post 

Office matters as well as island news and 

features.  See the website for details of current 

membership rates and an application form.  

The Association also organises an Annual 

Gathering held in Southampton, England on the 

Saturday after Easter, runs a UK-registered 

charity, The Tristan Education Trust Fund, to 

support Tristan Islanders' education overseas, 

and also responds to requests from the island for 

other community needs, e.g. helping the Church 

or St Mary's School.§ 

The Tristan da Cunha Association 
welcomes new members from across 

the world. 

The society auction which ended in mid-
December of 2015 was successful, but not 
to the degree that some earlier auctions have 
been. We made a total profit of $123.20 for 
our society coffers, and there were four 
bidders, three of them successful. 

 This auction was primarily books and 
paper ephemera from the Mike Mueller 
collection, and Mike made outright donation 
of several lots. Thanks, Mike, for your 
continued generosity! 

 It is interesting to note that two thirds of 
the lots listed did not sell. Of the 65 lots 
listed, 19 sold, in many cases with only one 
bid.  

 One can ponder why usually sought-after 
books and ephemera of small islands did not 
attract the interest of our members. There 
were many, many bargains to be had 
througout the auction, but most of us missed 
the proverbial boat! 

 Here are the lot numbers that sold: 5, 6, 

11, 14, 16-19, 21, 34, 35, 37, 41, 42, 53, 54, 
59-61. If you still have your bid sheet and 
are interested in acquiring any of the lots 
NOT listed above, the reserve price will be 
20 percent less than that shown on the 
sheets. If you no longer have your auction 
listing, email me and I will resend it 
electronically. 

 All bids should be sent to Dr. Everett L. 
Parker, 249 NW Live Oak Place, Lake City, 
FL 32055-8906, or by email at: 
eparker@hughes.net. Please note that any 
snail mail sent AFTER April 1 should go to 
117 Cedar Breeze South, Glenburn, ME 
04401-1734.  

 Do NOT send money at this time in case 
the lot is already sold. As always, the 
earliest bid form prevails and the usual 10 
percent buyer’s commission and postage 
charges will apply. 

We thank Mike Mueller for his generous 
donation of part of the proceeds to the 
society. 

December 2015 Auction Results 

By Dr. Everett L. Parker  
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In accordance with the laws and regulations of the U.S. 
Copyright Office, the copyright to: 
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and  
2) the contents of all other publications published by 
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© COPYRIGHT ISSUES! 

Society Article Collections 
The society has for sale the 30th. Anniversary   
Anthology, a collection of articles reproduced 
from the first 30 years of the society’s publications 
including many photos and illustrations, a history 
of the society and appendices, etc., etc.! 

Enquiries first to secretary, Klaus Hahn please. 
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Cover pictures credits: 
Top © John Coyle  1967-2016 

Bottom: Courtesy Ian Mathieson, Editor  
“The St. Helena Connection” the journal of the Friends 

of St. Helena. 




